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Pentagon refutes
wedding bomb
report

WASHINGTON —
The Pentagon has de-
nied a U.S. plane that
bombed an Afghan
wedding party had in-
stigated the attack based
oninformation supplied
by arival faction of the
bombing victims. The
Pentagon also said a
four-hour video tapere-
corded by the crew of
an AC-130 gunship
showed the U.S. plane
wastaking firefrom the
groundwhenit launched
the attack.

“| have every reason
to believe it had not
happened, and that
was in the most recent
incident where we had
people on the ground
for aprolonged period
that were there with
eyes on targets and
saw an anti-aircraft
and targeted those.
And it was not some
rival warlord turning
U.S. forcesagainst one
of their rival warlord
enemies,” Secretary of
Defense Donald
Rumsfeld said.

See BRIEFS, Page ZF
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Rumsfeld: much remains to be done

By Linda D. Kozaryn
American Forces Press Setvice

WASHINGTON—Ninemonths
into the globa war on terror, the na
tion remains closer to the beginning
than to the end, Defense Secretary
DonddH. Rumsfddsadtoday at the
Pentagon.

“Qur god isthat Afghanistan not
becomeabasefor globd terrorist net-
works again,” Rumsfeld said. “That
work is, of course, by nomeanscom-
plete. Taliban and d Qaedafugitives
aredill alarge, someinAfghanigtan;
others fled across the borders wait-
ing for the opportunity to return.”

Danger remainsasevidenced by

the recent attacks on U.S. forces in
Kandahar andin Oruzgan Province he
sid.

In recent weeks, he noted, locd
Afghans havetold U.S. and codlition
forceswhere to find wegpons caches,
which are then either destroyed or
turned over to the Afghan Nationd
Army.

Todate, Rumsfeld noted, thecam-
paign has caused fewer tragic losses
of civilianlifethan any war inmodern
history. He said U.S. and Cadlition
forces have gone to “extraordinary
lengths not only to avoid civilian
degthsbut to save civilian lives”

“It' sanunfortunatefact of war that

inevitably innocent civiliansarekilled,”
he said. “ This has been true through-
out the higtory of warfare and it re-
mainstrueeveninthisageof advanced
technology and precision-guided mu-
nitions.”

While much work remains to be
done in Afghanistan, Rumsfdld said,
the U.S--led effort has accomplished
muchinreversngthetideof terrorism
and restoring freedom to the Afghan
people. Rumsfeld highlighted the
trandformationthat’staken placeinAf-
ghanistan.

Ninemonthsago, hesad, “it was

See RUMSFELD, Page 2.

Newly formed mortarmen add punchto TF Panther

Story & photo by Spc.
Jason B. Baker
49th Public Aftairs
Detachment (Airborne)

KHANDAHAR AIR
FIEL D,Afghanisgan-Avic-
torious cheer goes up as a
plume of black smoke con-
sumesanold Soviettank on
a former terrorigt training
campnamed Tarnack Farms,
now beingused by codition
forcesat Khandahar Airfidd
for livefiretraining.

Saf Sgt. MatinLeyva,
section chief, Battery A, 1%
Battalion, 319" Airborne
Field Artillery Regiment,
confidently announces,
“It'sadirect hit!”

Thistimetheround did
not comefromthehowitzer,
Leyva's usual weapon.
Leyvaisonedf themembers

of the319"AFAR, whowas
crosstrained onthe120mm
mortars to augment Task
Force Panther in Afghani-
stan.

The artillerymen began
training on the mortar sys-
tem sx weeks prior to de-
ployment, said Staff Sgt. Tim
Otteson, Co. C, 39Bn., 505"
Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment, who trains the
attillerymenonthemortars.

“Wegtarted off with the
sametraining an 11C (mor-
tar man) receives in ad-
vancedindividud training,”
Otteson said. “We used the
11C training manuds and
came up with thetasks and
tranedthem (atillerymen)in
twoweeks”

During the first week

See MORTAR, Page 2

m A 120mm mortar leavesthetubeduringalivefiretrain-
ing excercise at Tarnack Farms.
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a pariah state, a training
ground for thousands of
terrorigts.” Al Qaeda had
freereignto planand orga-
nizeattacksand Tdiban bru-
taly repressed the Afghan
people. Today, Rumsfeld
said, the Taliban are no
longer in power and al
Qaedaareontherun.

“Together with codli-
tion partners, we've
rounded up some 600 ter-
rorigs in Afghanistan and
many hundredsmoreworld-
wide” hesad.

Thehumanitariancrisis
has been averted and the
Afghan people have been
liberated. TheU.S. and Coar
lition partners have ddliv-
ered about 500,000 metric
tons of food since the Sart
of Operaion Enduring Free-
dom, enoughtofeed 7 mil-
lionAfghans, and Afghani-
ganisonceagainafreena
tion.

“A new presdent has
been chosen, a new cabi-
net has been sworn, atran-
sitiond government repre-
sentative of the Afghan
people has been estab-
lishedtolead thenationfor
thenexttwoyears,” hesaid.

U.S. officidsarework-
ing with the new govern-
ment to lay the foundation
for long-term stability and
to prevent Afghanistan
fromagain becoming ater-
rorist haven. The United
Satesand 28 countriesare
supporting the crestion of
theAfghan Nationa Army.
DeminingteamsfromNor-
way, Sweden, Denmark,
Greet Britain, Poland and
Jordan are helping to clear
land mines, athough an
enormousnumber remain.

U.S. military engineers
and civil affairsteamshave
dug wells, built hospitals,
repaired roads and rebuilt
schools. Russacleared out
and rebuilt atunnd on the
main artery linking Kabul
with the north, allowing
trangportation of food, medi-
cine and supplies. Jordan
built a hospital in Mazar-e
Sharif that hestrested 86,000
people induding18,000chil-
dren.

Rumsfeld said 70 na
tionsaresupporting thewar
on terrorism, and 35 have
posted representatives at
U.S Centrd Commandheed-
quartersin Tampa, Ha.

SomeBritishand Canar
dian forces are rotating out
of Afghanistan, Rumsfeld
sad, while Turkey hasin-
creased its presence by
sending about 1,400 troops
toKabul tolead thelnterna:
tiona Security Assistance
Force. Norway, Denmark
and the Netherlands will
soon deploy F-16 fighters
toKyrgyzstanfor air opera
tions over Afghanistan.

Romaniaisdeploying
an infantry battalion and
hasoffered amountainin-
fantry company, anuclear,
biologicad and chemica re-
sponse company and four
MiG-21 fighters. Sovakia
will soon deploy an engi-
neering unit.

“A lot of work remains
to be done,” Rumsfeld
sad, “but evenat thisearly
stageinthewar, the coali-
tion can take a good desl
of pride in the successes
that they’ veachieved thus
far as we renew our re-
solve to meet the chal-
lenges we face ahead.”

==

Photo by Spc. Jason B. Baker, 49th PAD (Abn.)

A Soviet tank sitting on Tarnack Farms, a former al Qaeda training camp, is
targeted through the sight of a 120mm mortar.

.MORTAR, from Page 1

the paratroopers learned
how to assemble the mor-
tars, rancrew drillsand dry
fires, said Sgt. Emilian
Wojcik, gunner, Battery A,
1¢Bn., 319"AFAR. By the
second week the
artillerymenwerereedy for
livefiretraining.

The experience with
artillery made crossing
over to mortars much
easier, said Wojcik. Many
of the principles are the
same; both areindirect fire
systems and the smaller
Szemadethemortar essier
to move and setup.

By the second week,
theartillerymen weretak-
ing out their new weapon,
the 120mm mortar, and us-
ing live rounds during a
gunner’s test. The mgjor-
ity of the battery qualified
as experts.

The success of the
artillerymen could adso be
attributed to an eagerness

to learn a new weapons
system, said Sgt. Luis
Allende, gunner, Battery
A,1%Bn., 319"AFAR.

“It makesmefed good
to know I’'m one of thefew
artillerymen that has aso
learned an infantry skill,”
Allendesaid.”| fed I'mpart
infantry and artillery now.”

A hedlthy bit of com-
petition helped motivate
the artillerymen during
training, said Pfc. Adam
Deshong, fire direction
center, Bett. A, 13 Bn., 319"
AFAR.

“The competition be-
tween the artillery and in-
fantry is good,” Deshong
commented. “It makes us
try a little harder. If the
competition wasn't there
we might not do aswell.”

Because the competi-
tion was never serious,
Wojcik said the two units
have come together as a
team quitewell.

“Being paratroopers, |
don'tthink therivary isas

serious as other places,”
Wojcik added. “We have
that common bond.
They’re our brothers and
we have respect for one
another’s jobs.”

The addition of the
artillerymen as a 120mm
mortar platoon has in-
creased the firepower of
thetask force, saidWojcik.
The added skill has aso
madethe319" AFAR more
of an asset to the 82 Aiir-
borneDivision.

“I think thisisthe best
thing to happen to divi-
donatilleryinalongtime,”
Wojcik said. “Thishasin-
creased our capabilities
because we can be used
as either artillerymen or
mortar men now.”

The paratroopers of
Task Force Panther can
work confidently knowing
the artillerymen turned
mortar men of the 319"
AFARwill ddiveral20mm
“direct hit” whenever itis
requested.




Vehicle purchases can be
made from overseas

Army and Air Force Exchange Service

DALLAS— TheArmy andAir Force Exchange
Service is now authorized to sell motor vehiclesto
authorized patrons serving outside the continental
United States for at least 30 consecutive days. The
new vehicles can be purchased for in-country or
stateside delivery.

“Thisisanicechangethat benefits service-mem-
bers who will be deployed overseas 30 days or
longer,” sadAAFES Commander M. Gen. C.J. Wax.
“Customers have shown alot of interest in thisis-
sueand we' re delighted that we can now accommo-
date troops assigned temporarily overseas who are
inthemarket for anew vehicle.”

Previously, only those patrons assigned out-
sidethe continental United Stateswho were on per-
manent change of station orders could purchase a
new vehiclefrom Overseas Military SalesCorpora-
tion for in-country or stateside delivery. The new
policy iseffectiveimmediately.
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WorldCom: We'll be back
NEW YORK — WorldCom hopes to emerge from Chapter 11 by next summer,
CEO John Sidgmore said Monday, a day after one of the shining lights of the 1990s
telecommunications and Internet boom filed the biggest bankruptcy in U.S. history.
“My hope is we can go through Chapter 11 as quickly as possible,” Sidgmore told
reporters at a morning news conference in midtown Manhattan, adding he hoped the
company could reorganize and emerge from bankruptcy in nine to 12 months.

U.S. ‘fabricating’ Chinathreat

WASHINGTON— Beijing has hit back at the U.S., accusing the Pentagon and a
congressional commission of fabricating a“‘Chinathreat’ and warning that one of
the biggest risks faced by China was continuing U.S. arm sales to Taiwan. Sepa-
rately prepared reports by the Pentagon and the U.S.-China Security Review
Commission released last week raised alarms about China as a potential military
and economicrival.

U.S. called in to help guard Afghan head

KABUL, Afghanistan — Between 40 and 50 U.S. specialists will train a new
security force to protect Afghan President Hamid Karzai as concern over his
saf ety mounts, according to an official from this Central Asian nation.

The move came after the Afghan government asked the United States to “help
our security people,” Fazel Akbar, a spokesman for Karzai told CNN on Monday.
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TheDay in Sports

Harringtonsgnswith Lions

ALLEN PARK, Mich.— Quarterback Joey Harrington made good on his promise, Sgning
with the Detroit Lionsin time to take part in training camp Tuesday. Harrington, the No. 3
overdl pick in this year's draft, told the teeam he would not hold out. The former Oregon
standout Signed in the morning, in time for practice for quarterbacks, rookies and sdlected
veterans. Team president Matt Millen declined to provide contract details, but Harrington said
it'sfor six years Theded isworth about $36.5 million, afoothall source said on the condition
of anonymity. Harrington is guaranteed to make $13.5 million in combined bonuses, another
source close to the negotiations said on the condition of anonymity.

Rogersnixestradeto Reds

CINCINNATI — Kenny Rogers decided it was moreimportant to keep hisfamily in Texas
than to take a chance a the playoffs. After severd days of mulling it over, the left-hander
blocked a tentative dedl Tuesday that would have sent him to the Cincinnati Reds for three
minor leaguers. Rogersinvoked ano-tradeclausein hiscontract, deciding to keep hisword that
he would play out his contract with the last-place Rangers. “It was redly afamily decison
more than a baseball decison,” Rogers agent, Scott Boras, said Tuesday. The Reds lobbied
Rogersto gpprovetheded that wasarranged over theweekend. Generd manager Jm Bowden
spokewith the pitcher severd times by phone.lnstead, Rogers decided it was moreimportant
tokeep hiswife, Rebecca, and two childrenin Texasfor therest of the season. The 37-year-old
Rogersisafreeagent after the season.

Armgrongreainsydlowjersey

LESDEUX-ALPES, France— Colombian rider Santiago Botero claimed his second
stage victory of this Tour de France by winning Tuesday’s 15th leg, the longest of the
three-week competition. Lance Armstrong finished 6 minutes and 41 seconds off the
pace, but his big overal lead was unchanged and he remained on course for a fourth
straight Tour title when the race finishes Sunday. The Texan crossed thelinejust behind
hismainrival, Spain’s Joseba Beloki, who surged ahead in thefinal few hundred yards.
Armstrong was surprised, but caught up quickly and clocked the sametimeasBeloki. It's
expected Armstrong will try extending his 4:21 lead over Beloki in Wednesday's stage
from Les Deux-Alpesto LaPlagne, which features three exceptionally difficult climbs.
Botero timed 5 hours, 55 minutes and 16 seconds in Tuesday’s 140.43-mile run from
Vaison-la-Romaine in the southern Provence region to this ski station in the Alps. He
took the lead some 99 miles before the finish and never dropped back.

Mobger daimsplayer sfixed gamesin late’ 70s

NEW Y ORK — A manwho said he represents admitted mobster Michael Franzesetold
ESPN.com Tuesday afternoon that Franzese never identified any team or playersin an
HBO interview about baseball playersfixing gamesinthe 1970s.That contridictsreports
from severd mediaoutlets, including the New York Post, that said the Yankeeswereone
of the teams Franzese was talking about on HBO's*Real Sportswith Bryant Gumbel”’
when he said that baseball players in the 1970s owed money to the Columbo crime
family. HBO reported the team in question was the Yankees, and Franzese said the
Yankees back then “had some gambling issues.” The Yankeeswent so far astoissue a
statement denying the charges. Rob Michaels, who said he represents Franzese, told
ESPN.com that Franzese never said the team was the Yankees. Michadls, of Lord and
Michaels Entertainment, said that Franzese is alifelong Yankees fan and that the HBO
tape doesn’t show Franzese saying anything about the team.

2002 Major League standlngs

American L eague East

N.Y. Yankees 62-37  .626 -
58-39 .598 3
Bdtimore 47-50 485 14
American League Central GB
Minnesota 60-41  .594 -
Chicago (AL) 46-55 455 14
Cleveland 44-55 444 15
American L eague West GB
60-39 .606 -
58-39 .598 1
58-41  .586 2
National League East GB
65-36 .644 -
N.Y. Mets 52-48 520 125
49-51 490 15,5
National League Central GB
54-42 562 -
Cincinnati 52-48 520 4
49-50 495 6.5
National League West GB
i 58-41  .586 -
San Francisco 56-43  .566 2
LosAngeles 56-44 560 25

Tuesday’sresults
Boston 22-4 Tampa Bay
Philadelphia 7-4 Chicago Cubs
Cleveland 9-3 N.Y. Yankees
Detroit 10-1 Kansas City
Atlanta 5-3 Florida
Cincinnati 7-2 Pittsburgh
N.Y. Mets 4-3 Montreal
Houston 7-4 Milwaukee
Seattle 4-1 Texas
Toronto at Baltimore — postponed
Chicago Sox 8-7 Minnesota
Los Angeles 8-6 San Diego
Oakland 2-1 Anaheim
Arizona 8-5 Colorado
St. Louis 4-0 San Francisco

Today’'sschedule
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati
Atlanta at Florida
Minnesota at Chicago Sox
Philadelphia at Chicago Cubs
Toronto at Baltimore
Los Angeles at San Diego
Tampa Bay at Boston
N.Y. Yankees at Cleveland
Kansas City at Detroit
St. Louis at San Francisco
Montreal at N.Y. Mets
Milwaukee at Houston
Oakland at Anaheim
Texas at Seattle
Colorado at Arizona




